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these words, " I also think that Carthage should be destroyed." On the
other side, P. Scipio Nasica, either from a regard to justice, or, as it is said,
persuaded that the only mode of saying Rome from the corruption to which
she was tending was to keep up a formidable rival to her, strenuously
opposed this course. The majority, however, inclined to the opinion of
Cato ; it was resolved to lay hold on the first plausible pretext for declaring
war, and to those who were so disposed a pretext was not long wanting.

At Carthage there were three parties ; the Roman, the Numidian, and
the popular party. This last, which, with all its faults, alone was patriotic,
drove out of the city about forty of the principal of the Numidian party, and
made the people swear never to re-admit them nor listen to any proposals for
their return. The exiles repaired to Masinissa, who sent his sons Micipsa
and Gulussa to Carthage on their behalf. But Carthalo, a leader of the
popular party, shut the gates against them, and Hamilcar, the other popular
leader, fell on Gulussa as he was coming "again, and killed some of those who
attended him. This gave occasion to a war; a battle was fought between
Masinissa and the Punic troops led by Hasdrubal, which lasted from morn-
ing to night without being completely decided. But Masinissa having
enclosed the Punic army on a hill, starved them into a surrender; and
Gulussa, as they were departing unarmed, fell on and slaughtered them alL
The Carthaginians lost no time in sending to Rome to justify themselves,
having previously passed sentence of death on Hasdrubal, Carthalo, and the
other authors of the war. The senate, however, would accept of no excuse;
and after various efforts on the part of the Carthaginians to avert it, war
was proclaimed against them (149), and the con'uct of it committed to the
consuls L. Marcius Censorinus and M', Maniliu: Nepos, with secret orders
not to desist till Carthage was destroyed. Their array is said to have con-
sisted of eighty thousand foot and four thousand horse, whicli had been
previously prepared for this war.

OUTBREAK Off THE THIED PUNIC WAB
The Carthaginians were informed almost at the same moment of the
declaration of war and of the sailing of the Roman army. They saw them-
selves without ships (for they had been prohibited to build any), without an
ally (even Utica, not eight miles from their city, having joined the Romans),
without mercenaries, or even supplies of corn, and the flower of their youth
had been lately cut off by Masinissa. They again sent an embassy to Rome,
to make a formal surrender of their city. The senate replied that if within
thirty days they sent three hundred children of the noblest families as hos-
tages to the consuls in Sicily, and did whatever the consuls commanded them,
they should be allowed to be free and governed by their own laws, and to
retain all the territory they possessed in Africa. At the same time secret
orders were sent to the consuls to abide by their original instructions.
The Carthaginians became somewhat suspicious at no mention of their
city having been made by the senate. They however resolved to obey, and
leave no pretext for attacking them; the hostages accordingly were sent to
Lilybaeum, amidst the tears and lamentations of their parents and relatives*
The consuls straightway transmitted them to Rome, and then told the Car-
thaginians that they would settle the remaining matters at Utiea, to which
place they lost no time in passing over, and when the Punic envoys came to
learn their will, they said that as the Carthaginians had declared their wish,